
Testimony

Before the Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs

United States General Accounting Office

GAO

For Release on Delivery
Expected at 9:30 a.m., EST
Wednesday
October 31, 2001

HOMELAND SECURITY

A Risk Management
Approach Can Guide
Preparedness Efforts

Statement of Raymond J. Decker
Director, Defense Capabilities and Management

GAO-02-208T


	Summary
	Background
	Risk Management Efforts by Individual�Agencies Have Been Inconclusive
	National Level Threat Assessments�Approaching Completion
	State and Local Threat Assessments Underway
	DOD Uses a Risk Management Approach �in Antiterrorism Efforts

	A Risk Management Approach Can Guide Preparedness Efforts
	Threat Assessments Are an Important First Step
	Vulnerability Assessments Are a Way to Identify Weaknesses
	Criticality Assessments Are Necessary to Prioritize Assets for Protection

	Conclusion
	Contacts and Acknowledgements

